WELL ENOUGH TO LOSE
Humber, White Sox fall to Nationals

FOR MORE, SEE PAGE A7
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Lauren Lindeman competes Saturday in the Footapalooza Barefoot Waterskiing tournament on Silver Lake,

Foot race

Barefoot skiers compete in Rolling Prairie Footapalooza

By Matt Fritz
S writer
{-865-362-2167 Ext 13887

mintzheraldargus. com

ROLIING PRAIRIE — “Tt's a
time where ordinary guys hke me can
ski agamst world champions,” sad
Dian Tams of lmois, one of the many
people visiting Rolling Pramme on Sat-
urday to parbeipate in Footapalooza.

The first competition of the World
Barefoot Center’s Figure Eight Senies,
Footapaloosa pifted barefoot water
skiers from Flonda, Tennessee, Wis-
consin and other areas of the country
against each other m an event geared
to atiract all levels of participants.

And it even attracted Keath 5t Onge,
two-time world barefoot water slamng
champion and 11-ime overall national
champion m the sport. He also holds
a world record in slalom (by crossing
a wake 26 times m 30 seconds) and a
pending world record n the tock por-
tion of the compefibon. Then there
was 2010 Nabonal Champion Mare
Dionahue, who holds a world record m
fipure eight competihon by complet-
mg 544 laps.

But Tanis, who skies only a few
tunes a year and has now reached lus

“It's kind of like
NASCAR except
there's a crash
every lap.

Dan Tanis,
a Footapalooza
competitor

43rd birthday, said this event allows
him to test his mettle agamst the best
m the sport.

‘50 1f's any man aganst any man
and any woman agait any woman,”
he sad.

Or any age.

itors at the event ranged m
age from 17 (Tamis's son Aaron) to
T1.

Don Smmon of Hamman, Tennes-
see, who's been a veteran of the sport
for 33 years, said it's fun to compete
agamst the young and old. And he’s
zot quite a bit of expenence.

He's jumped 60 feet off of 76 Fall
mn Lake Cumberland, Ky, dunng one

of his slﬂmeezpﬂdmuns snappang his

1] Link pilots the boat in the Fuutapalunza Earefunl; Waterskiing tour-

nament.

skung rope wlile hitting bottom.

Then be’s nun over a 2-by-4, a botile
and a dead fish, and got 150 stitches on
the bottom of his foot after colhdmg
with a log, and sall hasn't qut. Now
71 vears old, he said he can’t let go of
his passion for the sport.

“T've hit just about everything they
put m the water,” he said, “and some

things they don't.”

But he wasn't the only who suf-
fered mjunes. Tamssaid!.uasgnlmn
reconstueted shoulders, one dislo-
cated shoulder, degenerated disks and
a banged and clupped elbow from s
fme 1 the sport.

See SKIING, Page A5

Ride for Kids benefits bram tumor research group

By Brianne Eichman
g writer
1-8b6-362-2167 Ext. 13870

hexchman(@iheraldargue com

ILa PORIE Lucas
Moore, 13, 15 more than exet-
ed to jom his father Rob m the
Ride for Kids n South Bend,
which will help raise money
for the Pediatne Bramn Tumeor
Research Foundation.

Luecas’ goal 15 “to help kads
like me get better so they don't
have to go through fhis shff
that I have to zo through,” he
said.

Smee Lucas was 3, he and
s family have been batﬂmg

a bram tumor called cranio-
pharyngioma. Lucas has had
four major surgenies and three
smaller sumpenes to help con-
trol the cysts.

“He was good for five years,
and we thought he was done
with the whole tumor, said his
mother, [isa Moore ™

Then he had a re-ocomrence
last smmmer. We went to New
York this time, and he had sur-
gery and radiation ™

Through 1t all, Lucas finds
strength and support in has
life as he 15 thankful for “my
me,” he said.

Lucas, who also has two
siblings — Jake, 10 and Ashlan,
15 — has been raismg money
over the past few years for the
PETE.

“I've raised over $5 000 ev-
ery vear, he saad.

Lucas has a websie where
he encourages people to do-
nate money to the PETE.

The PBTF offers wideos,
pamphlets and mformation,
and provide a muse who
works full-ime for the foun-
dation and 15 there to answer
questons for fanmbes and
guide them to the nght place.

Submitted photo

Lucas Moore, 13 (right) with his brother Jake, 10,
stand in front of the motorcycle that will go to the

Ride for Kids.

for Kads stoetly raises money
for thos foundabon.

“There are 40 different
ndes across the coumfry,” said
Ford, “Tt started 27 vears ago
as a way to raise hunds when
a couple realized that a foend

had lost a chald, and there was
no research gomg on for the
kads’ tamers. They decided to
start with a motoreyele fund-
Taiser.”

Last year, all the ndes across
the coumtry raized $4.5 mil-

hon for research. They hope to
raise just as much this vear.

‘T found out the first vear
that I got involved what fam-
lies have to go through so 1's
real important for us to find a
cure for thos,” smd Ford.

Themotoreyelists will begin
their 50-mile nde in St. Joseph
County on July 10 m Pinhook
Park and will travel through
La Porte County. Registrabion
15 & to 945 am. Eastern and
the nde begins at 10 am. A
Celebration of Life Ceremony
will follow the nde.

For more mformation
about the event, call Task
Force Leader Georeia Ford at
(219) 324-6081 or visit www.
IndianaRideforkads org.

Donate at  wwwiost
siving comlucas-moore.  of
send checks payable to PHTF
e/o Lucas Moore, 719 Monroe
5t., La Porte, IN 46350 or to
the PBTE

A New
Beginning

Habitat for
Humanity
unveils new
home in
Michigan City

By Deborah Sederberyg
Staff Whiter

MICHIGAN CITY — As
i Apnl Underwood weren't
already feelme hke a gqueen m
her new Habitat for Humamty
home, someone brought her
danghter a fluffy pink princess
tiara.

Underwood, the mother
of three clildren — Austm
George, 10, a fhfth-prader,
Chnstian Jackson, 3, who wall
be m 1, and Heaven
Jackson, 4, who will be in
kindergarten, all at Knapp El-
ementary School — are ready
to move mto thew three-bed-
room home, with a hving/din-
mg room and a sizable katch-
en, plus a laundry area m the
bathroom. And accordmg o
Jan Koss, a La Porte County
master gardener, Tt has plenty
of closet space.”

The project, bult by wom-
en under Habitat for Human-
iy of La Porte County’s su-
pervision, Is an ivory house
at Seventh Street and Willard
Avenue and marks the 35th
house the 25-vear-old Habitat
oreamzation has constructed.
It was dedicated dunng a cer-
emony on Sunday. Two more
homes, m the 200 block of
Willard Avenue, are under
constrachon.

“Habitat contracted for the
kind of work that requores a
bBeense, such as plumbmg ™
Koss said.

Also, Deutscher Construe-
tion, owned by Sue Deutscher,
volunteered some fme, and
some of those people were
megn.

“But for the actual build-
mg,” she sawd, “it was an all-
womnen volunteer group.”

One of the vohmteers is a
heensed electncian.

Three pedestals constructed
of histone Michgan City pav-
me brcks with hmestone caps
mark the site of Underwood’s
new home. The eity, which
has been working closely wath
Habitat through its Neighbor-
hood Rewializatton Grant,
donated the bocks, while
Deutscher Construction L1.C,
owned by Sue Deutscher, do-
nated the labor and Old Fort
Building Supply donated the

See HABITAT, Page AS
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